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Global Mission Intern Program Report
April 2022 — September 2022

The Global Mission Intern (GMI) Program is an excellent leadership program for the church, and
Global Ministries is grateful for Week of Compassion’s partnership and support which makes it
possible. During this period, the Program continues to experience COVID-19 related challenges
and is working with the energy and enthusiasm for the critical role of presence and sharing of
persons.

Currently, the GMI Program is limited to countries where service is possible. Global Ministries
remains prepared for a constantly changing environment and placement dates that will
correspond to safety parameters for international travel, pandemic response, and readiness for
the acceptance of interns from our global partners. Today, the Program’s global expressions of
presence is critical and so is this opportunity to share one’s faith and understand God’s work in
the world.

The GMIs are today’s leaders, and there is appreciation for the collaboration with Disciples and
UCC Volunteer offices in offering GMIs a local placement following their service specifically
tailored to correspond to their responsibilities in their international appointment. The many
ways in which the Program fosters additional points of connection and collaboration between
programs and ministries of the church is a celebration.

The Global Mission Intern Program is intentionally promoted in many ways through a dedicated
webpage on the Global Ministries website, net mails, various newsletters across the church,
and in person whenever staff and GMIs are present in various local, regional, and general
events.

The information below includes those young adults serving safely during this period in their
placement, those temporarily working remotely while waiting for visas and/or Covid situation
to improve, and those who have concluded during these six months. While remote work is not
ideal, GMI's have expressed resiliency and creativity in their response, and Global Ministries is
thankful for their flexibility and willingness to serve in various ways.

Once again, Global Ministries is deeply grateful for this opportunity to work in partnership with
Week of Compassion and honored to share this update.



Global Mission Interns Currently Serving:

Leda Zakarison (4/1/20 — 12/31/22), member of Prospect United
Church of Christ in Seattle, Washington is serving at the Forum for
Development, Culture, and Dialogue, Beirut, Lebanon to assist in
communications and refugee ministries. She has stayed in Beirut
throughout the COVID crisis under a shelter in place order living at
the Near East School of Theology and started back to work at FDCD
at the beginning of May. She has shared several strong theological
reflections through the major crises taking place recently in Beirut.

Lydia Yang (1/1/21—12/31/22), member of Yedidah Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), in Los Angeles, CA, is a graduate of Chapman College
with a focus in public health. She began her service with the Presbyterian
Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) and she is currently serving in
Aikwangwon, a social welfare foundation and home for those who are
mentally/physically disabled, in Geoje Island where she is able to use her
experience and skills of public health.

Erinn Miller (9/1/21 - 7/31/2022), member of University Church
(Disciples of Christ), Dallas, Texas. Erinn is a recent graduate of Texas A
& M in pre-med and chemistry. She is serving with Time for God, an
ecumenical organization of the United Reformed Church in the United
Kingdom. Time for God works with churches and community agencies,
to enable young adults’ opportunities to engage in ministry as they
themselves explore the journey of faith. Our partnership with Time for
God is unique in that Time for God identifies placements in the UK for
our candidates following a thorough interview process. Erinn is placed at a school in Winchester
for disadvantaged youth. Currently, she is on home assignment for two months through
September 30, 2022.




Abigail Reed (6/1/21 - 5/31/23), member of Trinity UCC, Wooster, OH.
Abigail is serving with the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea
(PROK) and she is currently working with their Ecumenical Relations and
Program Ministry, teaching and serving with various churches in the
southern part Korea (Haneam) as it is a COVID free zone. As a former Peace
Corps volunteer in Cambodia, Abigail is a certified English as a Second
Language teacher and works with three churches and their English language
ministries.

Global Mission Interns Who Concluded in This Period:

Maria “Abi” Hernandez (9/1/19—2/28/22) is a member of First
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Orange, California. She was
assigned to serve, thanks to her degree in both Japanese language and
peace studies, with the Asian Rural Institute of Japan. Abi assisted the
operations and courses at the Asian Rural Institute teaching sustainable
agriculture and organic farming to students from across Asia. She
worked with the new cohort of students that arrived in Japan in March
and has stayed through the whole pandemic and extended for a final
year. She concluded on February 28, 2022, and served two months on
home assignment through April 30, 2022.

RJ Howard (1/1/20 - 3/31/22), member of Community Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Tempe, Arizona and has his degree in biology. He
served with the Pacific Conference of Churches in Suva, Fiji as a program
associate working with advocacy and justice issues related to global
warming. He stayed in Fiji throughout the COVID crisis working at the
Ocean Desk of the PCC, addressing the critical questions of climate change
in the Pacific. RJ extended his stay as he worked on a project relating to
the theological questions on care of the ocean. He concluded on March 31,
2022 and served two months on home assignment through May 31, 2022.




Shelby Perez, (4/1/21—3/31/22) member of the Evangelical and Reformed
United Church of Waukesha (United Church of Christ.) graduated from
Emory College in Religious Studies and completed their MDiv at Chicago
Theological Seminary. They served as a Dialogue Center Program
Associate in Ramallah, Palestine at the Interreligious Engagement Center
in Palestine (IECP) of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem working on
interreligious dialogue. They concluded on March 31, 2022, and served
two months on home assignment through May 31, 2022.

Angelica Santiago Gonzales (6/1/21 —4/30/22) is a member of Saguaro
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Tucson, Arizona, and a recent
graduate of Washington University School of Social Work in Saint Louis,
MO where she received her MSW. Angelical began her service remotely
with the Iglesia Pentecostal in Chile and their retreat center, the Shalom
Center due to a Covid lockdown in Chile. She worked with young people
on trauma resiliency and environmental education, both of which were a
focus of her master’s program. Angelica worked in person at the Shalom
Center for one month before concluding on April 30, 2022. She served two months on home
assignment through June 30, 2022.

Taylor Rapp (9/1/21 -6/30/22), member of First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Tyler, TX. Taylor served with children and
youth as a Program Assistant for Social Services in the Dominican
Republic (SSID). Taylor worked with the Children Coordination
program of the SSID, with the main emphasis on disaster
preparedness and relief for families and children, and additional
direct service where SSID supports their orphanage accreditation
program. Taylor studied International Studies and Spanish at Texas
A& M and was inspired to apply when she learned about the
program as a HELM fellow. She concluded on June 30, 2022 and served two months on home
assignment through August 31, 2022.




Thomas M. Smith IV (8/1/19- 9/30/22), member of Cherry Log
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Cherry Log, Georgia. Thomas is
a graduate of Columbia Seminary. He concluded his service with the
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) and agreed to
continue with a domestic placement of direct service with migrants
through Partners in Service, with a placement with No More Deaths
and Good Shepherd UCC on migrant ministries and sharing in local
churches about the global-local connection on migration issues.
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